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Justice Department investigators 
in t tie Billy Carter case believe the 
president’s* brother was tipped off 
that the department had received 
solid evidence he was getting pay- 
ments from Libya, government 
sources say, A 1 


, -The Washington Star also^has; 
l earned - that Attorney General ? 
Benjamin. R. Civiletti: withheld for.;* 
at least a week a crucial document ; 
confirming payments from. Libya to \ 
Billy Carter from the Justice De- ;| 
payment's chief investigator in the ■ 
case; '* • ;';i '.i£y ./ 

- Justice Department investigators . 
received a call from John SJ Parks, 
the Americus, Ga., lawyer , for Billy 
Carter,' on June. 9 inquiring about'-* 
thestatus of the ca^ -v 


. At the moment* the; call from 
Parks came in; Joel S. Lisker, the de- 
■;* partment’s chief investigator in the 
case,. was for the first time receiv-; 
ing kn intelligence agency docu- 
' menj confirming the* payments to 
: BilLy, Car ter;.which- he hacLbeen, - 
told of earlier but had beeir.unable 
r to obtain from higher ranking Jus- -V 
’tice Department' officials r \Civiletti'7 
^had^the document sinceratdeast^ 
V June 2, sources tol&The Star. ^ A 
i Billy Carter has said; thatvLisker 7 
^ refused to talk 3 Jo Parks’ and . that he 1 
r called. Lisker himselthn/duneia to2 
" request a meeting: Jun£t£as:^ 
he arrived from theairport^f^^A- 
• ■ > : At .then June-, lllmeeting;: after ? 
being prodded, slightly .by •Lisker^., 
Billy Carter .'disclosed, that' he had^ 

received $220,000 from Libyan Im- _ 
/ mediately after that, meeting, Billy * 
‘Carter went to the White, House, 7 
where he consulted with the presi-- 
7 dent>jnational security adviser,.; 
VZbigniew ^Brzezinski^and^ with - 
\ White House CounsetLloyd-^Qut-:, 
7 ; 


On June 11, at a meeting follow- 
ing Billy Carter’s admission that 
day to Lisker that he had received 
the Libyan payments, Civiletti took 
the unusual step of urging Lisker 
and others directly responsible for 
the case to ’‘wait for 10 days to see 
what happens," sources said. ■ 

Civiletti could not be reached for 
comment. But Justice Department 
officiate^aid they expect, ta issue a 
statement later today onCiviletti’s 
role in the Billy Carter case. .• 

Justice Department officials are 
reasonably confident, but not cer- 
tain, that they did not ask any ques- 
tions during the course of the inves- 
tigation that would have led any 
people who are familar with Billy 
Carter’s dealings to believe that 
there was evidence of the Libyan 
. pavments. V C 

The officials also note that al- 
though details of the investigation 
were closely guarded, perhaps as 
many as two dozen department em- 
ployees may have known at some 
time in June about some aspect re- 
garding the Libyan payments. 

There is also uncertainty at the 
Justice Department about how 
widespread the dissemination was 
of some intelligence reports, nota- 
bly one sanitized CIA report in 
March about oil company activities 
that apparently contained informa- 
tion about Billy Carter’s oil broker- 
‘ age arrangement with the Charter 
Oil Co. of Jacksonville, Fla. 

While neither Billy Carter nor 
Charter was said to be named di- 
rectly in that report, which went to* 
Brzezinski and others, the Justice 
Department is not certain" how 
many people had access to*other 
information that could have been 
matched easily to the CIA report to 
7 figure out the identities of Billy 
Carter and the oil company. 

The.president on, Monday said in f 
his report *"Nq otfe in the White- 
House furnished information about 
the investigation to Billy or anyone 
associated with him at any time.’’ 

Highly ' placed intelligence 
sources had told The Star that the 
information was relayed directly to 
CivilettUin April? Other sources 
said, *hb#ever,;that the supporting 
**^k>cumehts- may- not have been J 
passed on to the attorney general 
until as late as June 2. ? ■. 7 

But, citing the need to make cer- 
tain that the "sources and methods" . 
‘ of obtaining the information were 
"closely held,” Civiletti- refused to 
disclose the documents to Lisker, 
chief of* the department’s foreign 
■ agents registration unit, -until a 
, mornfng meeting on June 9. 


The attorney general informed 
Assistant Attorney General Philip 
B. Hermann, chief of the criminal 
division, several deputy assistant 
attorneys general and some of his ! 
personal assistants sometime 
around June 2. 

But Lisker, who had heard of the 
information earlier, was not permit- 
ted to see the intelligence report it- j 
self until his immediate boss, John 
L. Martin, chief of the internal se- 
curity: unit, protested to the 
attorney general that the report had 
to be given to the chief Billy Carter 
' investigator. 

During an interview with report-' 
ers a week ago, Lisker said he had 
received the unusual instruction 
during the late spring “not to close” 
the investigation of Billy Carter, 
then more than 15 months old. 
Lisker said he had not planned to 
close the case anyway, but added 
that he later believed that the in- 
struction was related to the intelli- 
gence information Civiletti had re- 
ceived.. 2 ■ v '.' . 

After negotiating for more than a 
month with two-Washington law- 
yers representing; Billy Carter, the 
Justice Department filed a civil 
complaint against the president’s 
brother charging him with violat- 
ing the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act. Under terms of a U.S. District 
Court consent agreement, Billy Car- 
ter registered July 14 as a foreign 
agent for Libya and disclosed that 
he had received the payments. v 

The intelligence report was iden- 
tified by sources as the one referred 
to in a section of the report Presi- 
dent Carter relayed Monday to the 
special Senate subcommittee inves- 
tigating the affair. 

The counsel’s section of the presi- 
dent’s report said, "We have deter- 
mined that £ a ^United ., States . 
intelligence agency did receive' 
information about' these payments 
to Billy Carter in April 1980 and that ■ 
sometime before June 11 the head 
of the organization provided this 
information directly to the Depart- 
ment^ Justice and only to the De- ; 
partraent of Justice, v -7 \ \* v ; 7>;- 

"We have been assured by the . 
head of the*organization that this 
intelligenc^information was not- 
furnished to the president or to any- 7 
one on the White House staff " the 
president’s. report said. 

Washington -Star Staff Writers 
Lyle Denniston and Roberta Hornig 
t contributed to this regort. j 
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